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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Anderson et al (U.S. Patent 6,005,631), hereinafter referenced as Anderson. 

Regarding claim 1, Anderson discloses methods and apparatus for organizing 
and searching electronic program guide, which reads on "An end user device for 
receiving an electronic program guide from a head end, said end user device 
comprising: 

data entry interface for receiving an input of a program request; memory for receiving 
said electronic program guide from said head end; and search means for searching said 
electronic program guide for said program request, wherein if said program request is 
not in said memory, said search means sends said program request to said head end" 
in addition Anderson discloses the block diagram a home communication terminal for 
receiving electronic program guide (EPG) data in a communication network including a 
head end, which reads on "An end user device for receiving an electronic program 
guide from a head end" (figures 2, 4A, and 4B), in addition Anderson discloses and infra 
red receiver (IR receiver)(124) that allows user to manipulate the EPG via the 
communication unit interface by remote control(126), which reads on "said end user 
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device comprising: data entry interface for receiving an input of a program request" 
(figure 4A, items 124, 126), in addition Anderson discloses a dynamic random access 
memory (DRAM) (137) for storing tfie EPG, which reads on "memory for receiving said 
electronic program guide from said head end" (figure 4B), in addition Anderson 
discloses a method wherein a user can search EPG based on set criteria, which reads 
on "and search means for searching said electronic program guide for said program 
request" (column 2, lines 21-23), in addition Anderson discloses a cable headend (12) 
coupled to a subscriber communication terminal (14) allowing two way communication 
between headend and communication unit, which reads on "wherein if said program 
request is not in said memory, said search means sends said program request to said 
head end" (figure 2). 

Regarding claim 2, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 1), in 
addition an IR receiver (124) coupled to the communication terminal (14), which reads 
on "wherein said data entry interface comprises at least one of a radio frequency 
receiver to receive a signal from a wireless remote control, an infrared receiver to 
receive a signal from a wireless remote control, an universal serial bus interface, or 
keyboard interface" (figure 3, item 14 and figure 4A, item 124). 

Regarding claim 3, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 1), in 
addition Anderson discloses a data port (140), which reads on "The end user device of 
claim 1 further comprising a data port" (figure 4B, item 140). 

Regarding claim 4, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 3), in 
addition discloses a data port (140) in a cable television network, which reads on "The 
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end user device of claim 3, wherein said data port comprises at least one of a universal 
serial bus interface, a firewire interface, an Ethernet interface, a coaxial cable interface, 
or an optical interface" (figure 4B. item 140). 

Regarding claim 5, Anderson discloses methods and apparatus for organizing 
and searching electronic program guide, which reads on "A head end for receiving a 
program request from an end user device, said head end comprising: 
a first memory for storing an electronic program guide, said electronic program guide 
being sent from said first memory to said end user device; and a second memory for 
receiving a program request from said end user device" in addition Anderson discloses 
a headend (12) for handling requests from subscribers for services such as video-on- 
demand (VOD), which reads on "A head end for receiving a program request from an 
end user device " (figure 3, items 12, 16), in addition Anderson discloses a headend 
(12) comprising video servers and storage mediums which receive the electronic 
program guide (EPG) data from the ERG data provider (16), which reads on "said head 
end comprising: a first memory for storing an electronic program guide, said electronic 
program guide being sent from said first memory to said end user device" (figure 3, 
items 12, 16), in addition Anderson discloses a headend (12) comprising storage 
mediums for storing EPG data and handling requests from sub scribers, which reads on 
"a second memory for receiving a program request from said end user device" (figure 3, 
items 12, 16). 

Regarding claim 6, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 5), in 
addition Anderson discloses a headend (12), comprising video servers containing 
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storage mediums to store and modify tlie electronic program guide (EPG) data from the 
ERG data provider (16) and upstream requests made by subscriber for services lil<e 
video-on-demand (VOD) and transmits requested content downstream to subscriber, 
which reads on "The head end comprising an interactive server, said interactive server 
receiving said program request not in said electronic program guide from said end user 
device, said interactive server selectively adding said program request to one of said 
electronic program guide or extended database schedule in response to the quantity of 
cumulative requests for said program request not is said electronic program guide" 
(figures, items 12, 16). 

Regarding claim 7, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 5), in 
addition Anderson discloses a headend (12) capable of communicating with other 
headends in the same cable TV network, comprising video servers containing storage 
mediums to store and update EPG data from the EPG data provider (16) which contains 
EPG data base, the servers process upstream requests made by subscriber for 
services like video-on-demand (VOD) and transmits requested content downstream to 
subscriber, which reads on "further comprising an interface for communicating with an 
external interactive server, said external interactive server receiving said program 
request not in said electronic program guide from said head end, and selectively adding 
said program request to one of said electronic program guide or extended database 
schedule in said head end in response to the quantity of cumulative requests for said 
program request not is said electronic program guide" (figure 3, items 12, 16). 
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Regarding claim 8, Anderson discloses methods and apparatus for organizing 
and searching electronic program guide, which reads on "A system for an interactive 
electronic program guide, said system comprising: an end user device, said end user 
device receiving a program request to query an electronic program guide; and a head 
end coupled to said end user device, said head end supplying an electronic program 
guide to said end user device, said end user device searching said electronic program 
guide for said program request, wherein if said program request is not in said electronic 
program guide said end user sends said program request to said head end" in addition 
Anderson discloses an apparatus fro searching an electronic program guide (EPG) , 
which reads on "A system for an interactive electronic program guide" (column 1, lines 
17-19), in addition Anderson discloses a subscription tenninal (14) that allows user to 
interact with the EPG via remote control, which reads on "said system comprising: an 
end user device, said end user device receiving a program request to query an 
electronic program guide" (figure 2, item 14), in addition Anderson discloses a headend 
(12) connected to subscription tenninal (14) and the electronic program guide (EPG) 
provider (16) wherein the headend contains servers and storage mediums to store the 
electronic program guide (EPG) data provided by EPG data provider (16) and also 
transmit EPG data to subscription tenninal (14) which has the ability to search EPG 
data based on given criteria, which reads on "and a head end coupled to said end user 
device, said head end supplying an electronic program guide to said end user device, 
said end user device searching said electronic program guide for said program request, 
wherein if said program request is not in said electronic program guide said end user 
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sends said program request to said head end" (column 2, lines 21-23 and figure 2, 
items 12, 14, 16). 

Regarding claim 9, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 8), in 
addition discloses the detail structure of the communication temiinal (14) comprising a 
microprocessor (128) which allows user to interact with the electronic program guide 
(EPG), which reads on "wherein said end user device comprises: a processor, said 
processor managing interaction with said electronic program guide" (figures, item 14 
and figure 4B, item 128), in addition Anderson discloses tuner controller (102) 
connected to the microprocessor (128), which reads on "a tuner coupled to said 
processor, said tuner receiving said program in said request" ( figure 4A , item 102 and 
figure 4B, item 128), in addition Anderson discloses a microprocessor (128) connected 
to and an EROM/FLASH (134) for storing EPG data, which reads on "and one or more 
storage devices coupled to said processor, said one or more storage devices storing an 
electronic program guide and a list of a plurality of said program requests not In said 
electronic program guide" (figure 4B, items 128. 134). 

Regarding claim 10, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 9), in 
addition Anderson discloses an infrared receiver (IR receiver) (124) connected to the 
microprocessor (128), which reads on " further comprising an input port coupled to said 
processor" (figure 4A, items 124 and figure 48, item 128). 

Regarding claim 11, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 10), in 
addition Anderson discloses an infrared receiver (IR receiver) (124), which reads on 
"wherein said input port comprises at least one of a radio frequency receiver to receive 
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a signal from a wireless remote control, an infrared receiver to receive a signal from a 
wireless remote control, an universal serial bus interface, or keyboard interface" (figure 
4A, item 124). 

Regarding claim 12, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 9), in 
addition Anderson discloses the detail stmcture of a communication terminal (14) 
comprising a data port (140), which reads on "wherein said end user device further 
comprises a data port" (figure 3, item 14 and figure 4B, item 140). 

Regarding claim 13, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 12), in 
addition Anderson discloses a data port (140) connected to a cable television network, 
which reads on "wherein said data port comprises at least one of a universal serial bus 
interface, a firewire interface, an Ethernet interface, a coaxial cable interface, or an 
optical interface" (figure 4B, item 140, column 1, lines 25-29). 

Regarding claim 14, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 8), in 
addition Anderson discloses a headend controller (28) which is a server that receives 
information from user or another server and formats it to be transmitted down stream to 
the communication terminals (14). which reads on "wherein said head end comprises an 
interactive server, said interactive server receiving said program request not in said 
electronic program guide from said end user device, said interactive server selectively 
adding said program request to one of said electronic program guide or extended 
database schedule in response to the quantity of cumulative requests for said program 
request not is said electronic program guide" (column 3, lines 50-53, figure 3 , items 14, 
28). 



Application/Control Number: 10/634,360 Page 9 

Art Unit: 4115 

« 

Regarding claim 15. Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 8), in 
addition Anderson discloses a cable headend coupled to an electronic program guide 
(EPG) data provider (16) which provides updates of the electronic program guide (EPG) 
data to the headend (12), which reads on "further comprising an external interactive 
server, said external interactive server receiving said program request not in said 
electronic program guide from said head end, and selectively adding said program 
request to one of said electronic program guide or extended database schedule in said 
head end in response to the quantity of cumulative requests for said program request 
not is said electronic program guide" (figure 2, items 12, 16). 

Regarding claim 16, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 8), in 
addition Anderson discloses a television (20) connected to a communication terminal 
(14), which reads on "further comprising a monitor display coupled to said end user 
device" (figure 3, items 14, 20). 

Regarding claim 17. Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 8), in 
addition Anderson discloses a television (20) connected to a communication terminal 
(14), which reads on "further comprising a television display coupled to said end user 
device" (figure 3, items 14, 20). 

Regarding claim 18, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 8). In 
addition Anderson discloses a computer (22) connected to a communication terminal 
(14), which reads on "further comprising a personal computer coupled to said end user 
device" (figure 3, items 14, 22). 
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Regarding claim 19, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 8), in 
addition Anderson discloses a television (20) connected to a communication terminal 
(14), which reads on "further comprising a audio output device coupled to said end user 
device" (figure 3, items 14, 20). 

Regarding claim 20, Anderson discloses methods and apparatus for organizing 
and searching electronic program guide, which reads on "A method for providing an 
interactive electronic program guide, said method comprising: receiving a program 
request; querying an electronic program guide for said request; supplying a result of 
said request, wherein said result provides a matched indication, said matched indication 
providing a next broadcast time period in said electronic program guide for said request; 
or a miss indication, said miss indication providing data indicating that said request was 
not found in said electronic program guide; and selectively adding said request of said 
miss indication to at least one of said electronic program guide or extended database in 
response to a quantity of said miss indications for said request", in addition Anderson 
discloses a method for searching an electronic program guide (EPG), which reads on "a 
method for providing an interactive electronic program guide" (column 1, lines 17-19), in 
addition Anderson discloses a communication terminal (14) which allows user to select 
a program from the electronic program guide (EPG), which reads on "said method 
comprising receiving a program request" (figure 3, item 14), in addition Anderson 
discloses a communication terminal that searches the electronic program guide, which 
reads on "querying an electronic guide for said requests" (figure 3, item 14), in addition 
Anderson discloses a method wherein the subscriber searches the electronic program 
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guide based on criteria and if match found the program will be added to the electronic 
program guide and displayed on the TV screen including the date and time information 
of the program airing, which reads on "supplying a result of said request, wherein said 
result provides a matched indication, said matched indication providing a next broadcast 
time period in said electronic program guide for said request" (column 2, lines 21-25 and 
figure 5), in addition Anderson discloses a communication terminal (14) that will search 
and display a program or alert user and headend (12) if program not found and search 
is complete, which reads on "or a miss indication, said miss indication providing data 
indicating that said request was not found in said electronic program guide" (figure 2, 
items 12, 14), in addition Anderson discloses a headend (12), comprising video servers 
containing storage mediums to store and modify the electronic program guide (EPG) 
data from the EPG data provider (16) based on a certain criteria, which reads on "and 
selectively adding said request of said miss indication to at least one of said electronic 
program guide or extended database in response to a quantity of said miss indications 
for said request" (figure 3, items 12, 16). 

Regarding claim 21, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 20), in 
addition Anderson disclose a keyboard (122) coupled to the communication terminal 
(14) for user input, which reads on "further comprising the step of receiving said request 
from at least one of a wireless remote control, a universal serial bus port interface, a 
keyboard, a firewire interface, an Ethernet interface" (figure 3, item 14 and figure 4A, 
item 122). 
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Regarding claim 22, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 20), in 
addition Anderson discloses method of updating the electronic program guide after a 
search request, which reads on "further comprising a step of updating said electronic 
program guide" (column 13, lines 38-44). 

Regarding claim 23, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 20), in 
addition Anderson discloses method of updating the electronic program guide after a 
search request, which reads on "further comprising a step of updating said extended 
database" (column 13, lines 38-44). 

Regarding claim 24, Anderson discloses everything as above (see claim 20), in 
addition Anderson discloses a method by which the headend (12) receives electronic 
program guide data (EPG data) from the ERG data provider (16) via satellite (40), which 
reads on "further comprising the step of receiving said electronic program guide" 
(column 3, lines 35-38) and is exhibited in figure 3. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Bantamoi whose telephone number is 571 270 
3581. The examiner can normally be reached on MON.-FRI. 7:30-5:00 EST.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jefferey Harold can be reached on 571 272 7519. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Anthony Bantamoi 

Examiner 

Art Unit 4115 



AB 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



